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of not as consisting in the power of action, but from habit ;
for we are not the more capable of practice from possessing
the medical or gymnastic art But if we must grant that
a man is prudent not on account of his possessing these,
but for the sake of becoming good, prudence will not be at
all useful to those who are already virtuous. Neither, again,
will it be useful to those who do not possess any [virtuous
habit,] for it will make no difference whether they possess
prudence themselves, or obey others who possess it. And
this would be sufficient for us in this case, as it Is also in the
case of health. For although we wish to be in good health,
still we do not learn the medical art.

%. In addition to this, it would seem absurd if, being infe-
rior to wisdom, it should have greater authority than it. For
that which produces, rules and.commands in everything.
Of these therefore we must treat. For as yet, we have only
advanced questions about them,

3.  First, then, we say that inasmuch as they are virtues,
of each part of the soul, they must be eligible in themselves ;
even if neither of them produce any thing.   Again, they
do indeed produce something 9 not,1 however, as the medical
art produces health; but as health produces, happiness, so
does wisdomc.    For, being a part of universal virtue, it
renders a man  happy by the possession of it, and by ener-
gizing.    Besides, the work is completed according to pru-
dence and moral virtue.   For this virtue makes the mark
right, but prudence those things that lead to it*   Such a
virtue, however, does not belong to the fourth part of the
soul, which is nutritive -y for this has not the power of acting1
or not acting any thing.

4.  But with regard to [the objection], that we are not by
means of prudence more capable of practising things noble
and just, we must begin il little further back, taking this for
a principle.   For as we say that some persons who perform

c Wisdom does not produce happiness like cause and effect; but in the
same manner as a person cannot bo happy without health, although health
does not produce happiness, so he cannot bo happy witho
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